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Hello EC HOG! 

 

 I for one am ready to welcome in spring this month. As much as we 
needed it, I am ready for the rain to quit and get back to the San Diego 
sun we are used to.  Spring always represents a great time for motor-
cycling…. Weather starts to change, days get longer, and new product 
is arriving at the dealership. This year marks the first time that I can 
remember that we got a new touring model released in spring, just so 
happens that it’s one of my favorite models in the lineup. Seems like 
HDMC designed the FLHRX right out of my dream garage. New prod-
uct is one of my favorite things, and it seems like the H-D is going to 
make the next few years very exciting. A recent press release stated 
that they are going to release 50 new models by 2020……. WOW!  
Hard to imagine what new things the H-D will release, but I am excited 
to see them. I have a feeling that we will see the livewire, and some 
other new innovations before we see the decade turn.  Cool stuff… 

 

 On another note, our spring events are starting up with the BBB’s in 
April along with some other great events, so stay in tune on our web-
site and FB page. See you all down at the store or on the road! 

 

Ride safe, 

Brett D 
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 What is ECLR ???? ECLR stands for El Cajon Long Ride. This ride 
was gifted and created from the group associated to the ride called 
ECETS. 
ECETS stood for El Cajon Epicurean Touring Society.  
 
 This ride was about riding and having fun for new and intermediate rid-
ers and exploring areas we enjoy so very much. ECETS was retired 
about 5 years ago. We then created ECLR because of the fun we all 
had while riding on ECETS. We stayed with what made ECETS so 

great. This was, that the ride was no longer then 4 days in length leaving on a Thursday and 
returning on a Sunday. We would also keep to what is fun and stay away from what is boring. 
The first ECLR ride was in April of 2015, we traveled to Nevada , Hoover Dam, and Laughlin. 
This HOG chapter has taken me to places I have never been to and without ECETS and 
ECLR I may have never had the opportunity to visit. ECLR has been to Henderson NV, Hoo-
ver Dam, Laughlin NV, Bishop CA, Yosemite National Park, Sonora CA, Prescott AZ, Chan-
dler AZ and most recently Monterey CA. This May we will be going to the Grand Canyon AZ  
and Williams AZ.  
 
 I look forward to seeing you soon on one of the next great ECLR rides and hopefully some 
day Deanne, my wife, will be able to join us again on our bike. Her and I went on one of the 
last ECETS rides and we had a great time together. I hope some day soon to be able to enjoy 
an ECLR ride with her. I put a lot of time and effort into these rides because I love seeing the 
smiles and the memories from so many of the people that go. There will be things we will for-
get about in life. But we will always remember these adventures. The beautiful California 
coast on HWY 1, The great Hoover Dam, the Laughlin River Run, Tioga Pass, Yosemite, and 
Sonora Pass. Not to mention Roosevelt lake with awesome bridge and the 80 bikes and well 
over 100 HOG members on the one ride.  One of my most enjoyed little towns, Jerome AZ , 
and the U-turn with about 30 bikes in Jerome. Club members still do not let me forget that U-
turn. These places and memories all made by a vision and want for adventure over 20 years 
ago when the first ECETS ride was completed.  
 
 See you guys all on the next memorable adventure.  
 
 If you have any questions about the next up coming ECLR ride in May , October , or 2018 
please don't hesitate to ask .  
 
Thank you again and see you all real soon .  
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  Hi everyone. Hope you enjoyed your Valentines Day and got some 
riding in during the month of February, in between all the rain storms. 
This weather has really gotten me to be more appreciative of our 
"Normal" weather patterns here in Southern California. We do tend to 
take it for granted, the fact that we can ride all year long. Most other 
parts of the country have "riding seasons". This year though we've had 
to deal with rides and events being rained out, it was a bummer we 

could not do our annual "Sweetheart Poker" ride ... but don't fret, our activities directors are 
putting together a great St. Patties Day ride as well as an April Fools ride. Stay tuned! 
 
The rain has not only canceled our rides, but wreaked havoc on our road conditions.  Be care-
ful out there, we will see these effects for a long time to come. All the pot holes in the road 
and dirt on the road, keep your eyes open. We did a long back road ride with Robert Carbray 
this month and had to ride through some water in the roads.  It was not too big of a deal as 
long as we went really slow. Robert is really good at pointing out sand and hazards in the 
road, as long as we work together, we can all stay safe! 
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  LOH Bunco Potluck turned out awesome! The winners were: 
 Rick S. won the most Buncos & received $35, Shona won most wins for 
$25 & Julie Antonio (Dianne Foreman's sister from Phoenix) won for most 
losses & got awarded $10. All the appetizers were wonderfully delicious! 
 
  Thank-you Amy Gates for securing your clubhouse for LOH to use. It 
works very well for some of our activities. 
 

   March we are looking good for bowling night sign ups. I will accept money at any time. We 
will be at Parkway Bowl on March 10th from 6:30 -8:30 pm. PLEASE arrive 30 minutes early to 
get drinks, & rent shoes, if needed. I will be purchasing several pizzas, (included in the $15 
fee) so if you need something special like Vegie pizza, let me know ASAP! 



  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 Hello everyone and welcome to March, the month we get to enjoy the 

spring and roll forward our clocks and hopefully getting ourselves 

ready for some good riding. As I had indicated last month, this new 

section of the HOG LOG will be devoted to all that wish to write to me 

with anything, a story, a review or even questions about the bikes, ser-

vices, or the organization. I have received two letters this months to 

publish. 

Easy Clutch Review: 

 This review is something I have read about for a few years and was a skeptic. After trying the 
product I am convinced many of you should try it on your bikes. Especially Women with small-
er hands and those that get hand cramps/pain while in stop and go traffic. 
 While at last year's ECLR when we got stuck in rush hour traffic on the 101, my hands hurt so 
bad I could barley shift. My Wife was ready to put her new Dyna up for sale because she had 
pain from pulling her clutch compared to her old Sportie. She started making excuses not to 
go riding and I knew I had to try something. We have been talking to others in El Cajon HOG 
about the “Rekluse” clutch but was hesitant on spending $1000 on a bike we may just end up 
selling. Then we saw this below product in Laughlin last year and everyone said great things 
about it. This is why we decided to try the Burly Brand EZ Clutch. 
 Below is wording off their website,[1] 
 
Lite Clutch reduces effort required  
to pull clutch lever by 40%, which  
lessens rider fatigue and provides 
smoother, easier clutch action.  
Ideal for women riders, or  
stop-and-go traffic.  
The Lite Clutch fits inside the primary  
cover on Sportster® models, and  
the transmission cover on Big Twins.  
From: $34.95 plus tax and shipping. 
 
 You should be able to do this yourself if you are handy with tools or have your local Dealer do 
it for you as we did. A reputable shop like ECHD should not go over an hour for this service, 
although the instruction book says 5 hours. Again, if you have a problem with your hands hurt-
ing after an hour or so, you should really think about this inexpensive modification. Take it 
from me and others in our group who swear by it.  
 
Manny Marin Jr, Social Media Officer                         Reference: 1. http://www.burlybrand.com/product/21/lite-clutch-kit 
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Among the Pack 

“Second Chance”  

By: O. Skulls 

 I was at a Bike Show looking for a newer rebuilt carbu-
retor for my old 83 Shovelhead FXR. I had been looking 
for some time now, for a good one. I asked around if 
anyone had one, and one of the vendors told me he 
thought he saw one in the last row of the used parts section of the stuff for sale. He then pointed in the direction 
so I headed off on my quest. I had rebuilt mine in the past, but it was showing its age. The case was worn and it 
had a small crack in it.  

 I walked over to the very last booth, and I think I found it! Some guy had it in his hands and was looking at it real 
close. I acted like I was not interested in it and looked at some other parts on the table. When he put it down and 
walked away, I picked it up and looked at it. Yes, this was the carburetor I was looking for! I looked up and asked 
how much it was. The lady locked her eyes on me. I stepped back and asked her again on the asking price. She 
replied, “Is your last name Skulls?” I looked at her and said, “Do I know you?”  

 It turned out that we went to High School and College together. We took some of the same classes like Small 
Engines, Auto Shop, and English. Wow, what a flashback. She asked if I still had that 83 Shovelhead. “Yes, that 
was what the carburetor was for,” was my reply. I thought to myself how did she know that I had a Shovelhead? I 
got it the second year of College. She told me that she was going to pack up and asked if I would like to get a cold 
one with her and get caught up. Yeah, that’s a no brainer. Oh, about the price? She just handed it to me and told 
me it was mine if I would help her pack up. Cool right? 

 Well, as we sat and talked, she told me that she had this big crush on me in High School but was too afraid to ask 
me out. After picking myself up off the floor, I told her the same thing. We both broke out in laughter. It turns out 
she met a guy in College and got married soon after, had two kids, and her husband was killed at work about five 
years ago. He was really into bikes and had lots of parts and bikes he was working on. I told her I was sorry to 
hear of her loss, that I tried marriage but it did not work out for me. She was not the right lady. She showed me a 
photo of her bike, and again I had to pick myself up off the floor. It was an 83 Shovelhead. Need I say more? 

 That was five years ago. We have been married five years and ride our Shovelheads daily. We thank God every 
day that we can ride together. So, my friends, don’t be afraid, open that door, and don’t miss the opportunity 
when you see it. You may not get a second chance.    

  5 

El Cajon H.O.G. Log | March 2017, Issue 3, Page 5 

El Cajon Harley-Davidson 

Letters to the Editor—Cont. 

  



  6 

 

 15 Tips For Riding A Motorcycle In The Rain 

April 8, 2013 by madmoto  (Article complements of JAFRUM Motorcycle Blog) 

                             

Well it has been a wet February, many of our rides cancelled due to weather. Here are some tips to 
make the rain more tolerable. 

1. Wear proper rain gear, preferably Gore-Tex or equivalent. It needs to be able to breath but still not 
allow water to creep in. Make sure your helmet covers your face, since rain above 30 mph is going to 
hurt you. 

2. Make sure your tires are correct for riding in the rain, in other words, do not go out riding in the rain 
with slick tires. 

3. Watch the road. What used to be kind-of slippery is now very slippery. White lines on the roads will 
have become ice rinks, metal plates/manholes are super dangerous, avoid them like the plague. 

4. Watch out for puddles. Yes, it can be fun riding through one, but since the water hides the surface 
you just don’t know what you are riding into. Can the puddle in fact be a 3 feet deep hole? Do you want 
to find out the hard way? 

5. When riding and you see a colored rainbow on the ground, watch it. It’s got nothing to do with the 
gay movement, chances are it’s oil. 

6. When rain first starts after many days of dry weather, it’s when it’s the most dangerous since 
there’s a lot of oil and dirt on the road. Wait an hour or two for the rain to wash away the oil/dirt before 
riding since the road surfaces are at their slipperiest. If it’s just drizzle, then the road will remain slip-
pery. 

7. Railway crossing are to be taken as straight as possible. Remember the railway tracks are metal, 
and wet metal is slippery. Straighten your bike. 

8. When you need to brake, apply more rear brake than normal. If your front wheel starts sliding 
you’re done for, if your rear wheel slides you can easily correct. 

9. Do not brake strongly if possible .Brake gently. If you need to urgently apply your brakes, pump 
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15 Tips For Riding A Motorcycle In The Rain, Continued 

 

10. Do not brake strongly if possible .Brake gently. If you need to urgently apply your brakes, pump 
them so that you do not start aquaplaning. 

11. Give yourself more space between you and the vehicle in front of you. Braking distances are much 
longer in the rain. 

12.  Relax when riding. Getting all cramped and bunched up is not good. First of all you will get tired 
real quickly and it is dangerous. Relaxed riding is much better. 

13.  Be visible. Rain makes it difficult for cars to see you. If you have high visibility clothing, now it is 
the time to put them on. 

14. An obvious advice, but here it is anyway: reduce your speed! In many countries legally you need to 
reduce speed by some 10-20% when it rains, and there are good reasons for it. 

15.  Since we don’t have wipers on our helmets (well, maybe some do) you can easily spray something 
like Rain-X on the visor to help you with your visibility. Rain-X keeps the rain from the visor. 

16. When lightning starts up, stop riding. Head for cover (don’t stop below a tree). 

Riding in the rain will at times be necessary, and you should not stop riding just because it is raining. 
Relax and enjoy the ride. You are after all riding a motorcycle and that is fun. ENJOY IT. 

 

Please view page 16 for upcoming rides. 
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 GREETINGS FELLOW HOGS, 

 Spring is around the corner and time to ‘March Into This Riding Season! The 
rain is calming down, and although much needed it’s time to get busy. The 
time will be changing and springing forward, so more sunlight for all! We have 
lots planned here at the Dealership and great specials that will be offered 
throughout the year.  

Here is a great offer from Janet and the girls in Motorclothes: 

 $25 Off all boots March 1-13, 2017 March Away in a new pair of Harley-Davidson Boots from El Cajon 
Harley-Davidson (applies to regular priced in-stock boots $119 or more). 
Comfort. Performance. Durability - What you can expect from Harley-Davidson Footwear by Wolverine. 
 
 If you want to have some fun out at Barona, check out the event ‘Race On The Rez’ March 11

th
. We 

will have a booth and bikes and some specials on gear and parts. Come check it out. 
 
 Don’t forget our BBB’s [Bikes, Bands & Bikinis] are back on April 1

st 
  11-2pm & BBQ’s every Saturday 

11-1pm April-August. 
  
 We also have our ‘Shop Talk’ all day every Saturday on different Parts and Motorclothes. As Hog 
members you get DOUBLE Loyalty Reward Points on any item purchased that is demonstrated that 
day. Stop in and grab some coffee or a donut and see what’s new. Matt and the sales crew are ready 
to put you on a new 2017, come on down and let’s make it happen! 
 
-Ride Safe- 
Tina    
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Greetings to my El Cajon H.O.G. family! 
 
 Unfortunately, with all the rain that we been having, there hasn’t been 
much riding. However, Jon and I had a blast playing Bunko at the 
L.O.H. Bunko night at Paul and Amy's place!  Well, I was playing and 
Jon was snapping pictures, but it was a lot of fun with everyone 
there.  Thanks to Paul and Amy for hosting that! 
 

 I would like to say that our membership is now at 137!! If you haven't renewed your member-
ship and would like to, please email me at  jhofstet@cox.net.  Just send me a message that 
you want to renew your membership with the Local H.O.G. chapter.  I can mail a form.  Just 
remember that you have to renew your National membership or it at least needs to be current! 
 
 For those of you that are just visiting and thinking of becoming a member of the El Cajon 
H.O.G Chapter, there is just one requirement that needs to be done. You will need to go to 
the National H.O.G. website at members.hog.com first. The website will guide you in the right 
direction to becoming a full member. When you get your card in the mail, there will be a Na-
tional H.O.G. number on it. That will get you into the El Cajon H.O.G. Chapter! Now this card 
has to be updated every year on the month that you bought your bike, unless you do more 
than a one year membership. Ladies, I haven't forgotten about you. You can also become a 
full member, or be associate member on your husband's National membership. It cost less for 
an associate membership and you will be able to join in the fun with us at meetings and rides! 
 
 If you should have any questions about your membership, you can call 1-800-ClubHog. If you 
have moved to a different city, you will need to update that with 1-800-CLUBHOG, so every-
thing is current and up to date. This should take only a few minutes to do. 
 
 Should you need a name patch on your vest, just come and see me. It costs only $10.00. I 
will get you started on that process. This will only take a few weeks get it. 
 
 If you haven't been getting Raul's e-blast, please let me know and I will get it taken care of. 
Then you will get the latest news on events, rides and meet-
ings. 
 
Ok, enough talk!!  Let’s Ride!! 
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 Blind Spots!  We all have them! No, I didn't say "Bald Spots"... BLIND Spots!   
It doesn't matter what vehicle you are driving, every vehicle has them.  As mo-
torcyclist, we need to know not only where our blind spots are, but where the 
vehicles around us, have their blind spots. When we realize where their blind 
spots are, we need to be sure we are NOT in them. Ours, on our motorcycles, 
are usually directly behind us and at the 4 and 8 o'clock positions. This is why 
it is VERY important to be sure your mirrors are properly adjusted and you are 
always checking in these areas. Just as important is when you move your mo-
torcycle from it's direct course you ALWAYS turn your head slightly and LOOK 
to clear the area next to you.  

 

 I myself use the wide angle mirrors, Convex, available for my motorcycle. Keep this in mind when 
shopping for mirrors. Those nice custom mirrors for your trick bike are cool looking, but can be lacking 
from being useful on the road.  

 

 Next, remember that most blind spots on a vehicle are all next to and behind the driver. Usually behind 
the "B" pillars (the brace area behind the front passengers head ) and the area of the rear "Quarter 
Panel" (around the rear wheels). So it is important to NOT ride in that area when possible. It doesn't 
matter what speeds the vehicles are traveling, this is NOT A SAFE spot to be in. Speed up, slow down, 
or change lanes, do what you need to do, to avoid these areas and keep this area in mind at all times.   

 

 I believe that loud pipes "may" save lives in some situations. A few years back, I had a Harley that was 
very loud! I could see people looking around as I would pass. Loud pipes are not a problem, but an irre-
sponsible, inconsiderate rider with them can be. Please keep that, and your neighbors, in mind if you 
make such a purchase. 

 

 Lastly, always look 360 degrees in EACH direction while on your motorcycle!  If you don't arrive home 
after a safe ride "Taxed" and “Tired”, you probably didn't do it right!   

 

Stay Safe 
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March 

 March 3rd  Chapter Meeting, V.F.W.  6:30 P.M. 

 March 4th  Road Captains ONLY Ride KSU 9:30 

 March 9th  AARP Ride  10:00 A.M. 

 March 10th LOH Bowling  6:30 P.M. 

 March 11th Race on the Rez, 8:00 A.M-5:00 P.M., Dealer Event 

 March 12th Daylight Savings Day Ride  KSU 10:00 A.M. 

 March 16th Officers Meeting, V.F.W.  6:30 P.M. 

 March 18th St. Patrick’s Day Poker Run  KSU 9:00 A.M. 

 March 20th 1st Day of Spring!!! 

 March 25th Black Sheep Breakfast  9:00 A.M. 

 March 25th Jody’s Borrego Picnic Ride, KSU 9;30 A.M. 

 March 28th Road Captains Meeting, V.F.W. 6:30 P.M. 

 

April 

 April 1st  April Fools day Poker Run, KSU 10:00 A.M. 

 April 1st   Bikes, Bands & Bikinis 11:00 A.M.-12:30 P.M., Dealer Event 

 April 7th  Chapter Meeting, V.F.W. 6:30 P.M. 

 April 8th  EZ Ride & Rider Zone, 9:30 A.M. 

 April 13th  AARP Ride  10:00 A.M. 

 April 14th  LOH Paint & Wine Night 7:00 P.M. 

 April 20th  Officers Meeting, V.F.W.  6:30 P.M. 

 April 25th  Road Captains Meeting, V.F.W. 6:30 P.M. 

 April 29th  Black Sheep Breakfast 9:00 A.M. 

 April 29th  E.C.H.D. Open House 11:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M., Dealer Event 

  16 

El Cajon H.O.G. Log | March 2017, Issue 3, Page 16 

El Cajon Harley-Davidson 

Activities 

Make sure to check the website http://www.elcajonhog.com for further details and update. 


