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Director's Corner

There will be NO Director’'s Corner

this month!

“April Fools™ Thought you'd get off easy, huh? Well, if you
have been around at all, you KNOW | never miss an opportu-
nity to talk! This is no exception. Join us on our annual “April
Fools" Poker run, April 6", this year. Always a good run, and
always a twist somewhere to keep everyone on their toes!
You will also need to pay close attention to this issue of the
newsletter, there are many events coming up in the next few
months, and some require reservations far in advance! Check
out the calendar.

The end of March will find your primary officers attending
Primary Officer Training in Vegas. No, we will NOT be
working the tables or slots, we will be hard at work finding out
how to best serve the membership by attending seminars and
classes. It will be hard to concentrate with all the noise coming
from the floor of the casino, but, being dedicated as we are,
we shall prevail!!

There are some specific questions that some members have

There are some other questions that seem to come up
frequently, and | think | can give you some answers at this
time. One recurring question concerns “open” and ‘closed”
events. If you have access to our web site, the difference is
noted on the calendar, check it out. Basically, it means that
‘closed” events are for El Cajon HOG members only and
“open” are open to all. This is the short version, if you have
more specific questions, ask your officers. “Overnighter”
means we ride someplace and stay “overnight” , E-Z Ride
means we ride slower and “easier’. “Fast food ride” we ride
quicker, and eat (to keep our energy up)! Poker Run is a set
route where you draw cards to make the best poker hand you
can, and win cash and prizes. We do have other rides, and
variations on the above. Read your newsletter, ask questions,
but, most important, join us on the rides!

A BIG El Cajon HOG welcome to the new members!! We
hope to see you all on the rides soon.

If you would like to be added or removed from the official El
Cajon email list please let me know. Also, if you would like
your newsletter sent via email, let me know THAT too!!

As always, check the ride line, your calendar, and email for
the latest information about upcoming rides.

Ride safe,

Mike

raised, and we will get the answers at the meetings. Hopefully,
we will be able to put these policies in motion quickly.

Next Meeting: April 4th at 7PM

PR
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Monthly Minutes

by Lynn Brogman

Secretary’s notes from March 7th meeting:

Mike Scott.

The March meeting was called to order by Director
Mike announced that members had 3

options for after-meeting refreshment: Por Favor, Fud-
drucker's, and 1954 Pizza Company.

Dave Barnes, Assistant Director and Webmaster, re-
minded the membership that newsletters are available
to be downloaded. Let one of the officers know if you
want your newsletter emailed, thus saving the club some
postage.

Types of ECHOG activities were defined:

EZ Rider Ride: new riders or those with new bikes;
a slower pace.

Fast Food Ride: Faster pace for more experienced
riders.

New Members Get Acquainted Ride: low-key ride
for new members to meet officers and other current
members. All are invited.

Poker Run: pre-determined route with stops to pick
up cards for a poker hand. Non-members are
invited.

Overnighter: Longer rides, with 1-3 nite stayovers.
Adopt-a-Highway: 2 mile section of highway 79
near Lake Cuyamaca to pick up trash and then find
refreshments.

ECETS: Our Laughlin Alternative and Fall Classic
traveling pseudonym: EI| Cajon Epicurean and
Touring Society.

RiderZone: Safety and group riding topics

Mike Scott discussed upcoming calendar events.

Announcements of upcoming non-ECHOG events.

The Harleymercial, as usual, consisted of Cliff display-
ing new bike items and Janet showing us fash-
ions...check ‘em out at the dealership. Janet announced
that HOG Chapter t-shirts are on order; reflective HOG
patches will be available.

New members introduced at
March 7th meeting were:

Tom Kale, Paul Alesi,
Marsha Alesi, Barry Sprofera,
Vince Slavens, James Harps,

Richard Springer

Welcome to our family!

Calendar Look Ahead

Apr 4 El Cajon H.O.G. Meeting 7:00 PM
Apr 5 El Cajon H-D Open House 11:00 - 2:00pm
Apr 6 Annual April Fools Poker Run

Sign up 9:00-10:30
Apr 8 “Rider Zone” at the Clubhouse 6:00 PM
Apr 15 L.O.H. Meeting at the Clubhouse 6:15 PM
Apr 17 Officer Meeting at the Clubhouse 6:30 PM
Apr 19 “Adopt-a-Hiway” leaves at 10 AM
Apr 20 Newsletter Deadline

Apr 23-27 Laughlin River Run
Apr 24-27 Laughlin Alternative VI

May 2 El Cajon H.O.G. Meeting 7:00 PM

May 2-4 Yuma Prison Run

May 3 New Members “Get Acquainted Ride”
Leaves at 10:00 AM

May 10  El Cajon HOG Dinner Ride Leaves at 5 PM

May 13  “RiderZone” at the Clubhouse 6:00 PM

May 20 L.O.H. Meeting at the Clubhouse 6:15 PM

May 20  Newsletter Deadline

May 22  Officer Meeting at Clubhouse 6:30 PM

May 26  Memorial Run for fallen Brothers & Sisters
Leaves 10 AM

May 31-1 Pioneer Town Overnighter, Leaves 10 AM

June 6 El Cajon H.O.G. Meeting 7:00 PM

June 10  “RiderZone” at the Clubhouse 6:00 PM

June 15  Annual Bridges Run - Ending at Pauma
Casino - Leaves 8:00 AM

June 17 L.O.H. Meeting at the Clubhouse 6:15 PM

June 19-22Arizona State HOG Rally in Williams, AZ

June 20 Newsletter Deadline
June 21 “E-Z" Ride - leaves 10:00 AM
June 26  Officer Meeting at Clubhouse 6:30 PM
June 28 EI Cajon Dealership Open House
(in the evening)
July 4 El Cajon H.O.G. Meeting 7:00 PM
July 4-6  Hollister Run
July 8th  “RiderZone” at the Clubhouse 6:00 PM
June 28 EC HOG Leather & Lace Poker Run
Sign up 9-10:30 AM
July 15 L.O.H. Meeting at the Clubhouse 6:15 PM
July 20 Newsletter Deadline
July 26 El Cajon H.O.G. Annual Picnic 11-4 PM

Gilmore's Gas Station Lakeside

Dates subject to change
Always check the ride line, or ask one of the officers
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LA. VIII Stuff You Already Know

by Kim Wallace

As | write this article I'm truly amazed at the
response the L.A. VIl Ride has generated. To all
the Hogs who are going, | thank you.

Sometimes if you're not careful you'll get what you wish
for. So with that in mind I'd like to take a little time and
explain and or offer some tips on how to prepare for this
great adventure. To the seasoned rider this will all be
remedial, but for those who are making their first major
road trip | hope it will be useful.

1.

You only need half the stuff you're packing, it's only
four days and you will be lugging it into three
different motels. | know I'm one of the worst offend-
ers but you should have seen Joanie and | before.
With all the luggage you're going to bring anyway,
make sure your tires are aired up correctly and also
the bikes suspension, if that is, it takes air. You
others with shock and spring suspensions give ‘em
a twist up to compensate for the load. You'll be glad
you did when we hit the twisties, and hit them we
will.

Make room for rain gear. Will we need it? Maybe,
but since | am a righteous man, the wind is to my
back and the sun shines gently on my face, humbly
| make sure mine is packed also. Over the years in
the ever going fight against bulk, I've made it a habit
to pack plastic grocery bags, Why? They make
great insulation if you put your stocking feet in them
before pulling your boots on. Warm and dry is the
way to be. Who cares what others think. Also while
we're on the subject, if you can get your hands on
some disposable latex gloves, the kind that doctors
use, they make great glove liners as well as keeping
your hands clean from grease during minor repairs.
To expedite time at gas stations pair up and take
turns paying so we can get in and out quickly, and
even if you don't have to go, go. You know what |
mean.

Bring along a small first aid kit, include all meds,
and if you're allergic to bee stings, make sure the kit
is included. | know this sounds silly but sometimes in
our hurrying to pack we forget.

Even if you dont know how to use them, some
rudimentary tools can be what keeps you on the
road. Someone always knows more than you and if
you can supply the means they'll supply the knowl-
edge, and be sure to offer them water that will be in
your bag. I've found that Visa is your best all around
tool, especially when used in conjunction with a cell
phone.

Again, | know this is just general knowledge but if it
helps just one person that’s all | care.

Since this will be a large group, respect the group by
being on time. No one likes to wait, but if the

10.
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unforeseen happens please let someone know so
that arrangements can be made. No one gets left
behind. An itinerary will be prepared in advance
with approximate times and places that we'll meet.
As always, this is your ride, so if you're going to go
on with friends, please let someone know so we
won't worry too much. We've had several success-
ful rides. Using common courtesy has always
worked best. | feel stupid even typing this because
the best people | know are the fellow Hogs | ride
with.

Because conditions can change at any moment, i.e.,
which route to take, take the one that best suits you.
Remember you will have an itinerary so you'll know
where you're going to stay, and please, do yourself
a favor and get a map of Arizona.

We are going to have a lot of fun on this trip and for
you new Hogs this will be an opportunity to meet
new friends and get to know people more intimately
than you can at meetings. These rides have helped
people get connected and this is the major reason
we have them. We all love the open road and
sharing it with others only makes it better, and if that
isn't enough we're doing it on HARLEYS.

' Saturday

Leave El Cajon H-D
at 5:00pm oo
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- Spark Plugs
by Doug Deane

Spark plugs are a lot like your wife (or husband) of
twenty years — you take them for granted until they

let you know that they need attention, then they're the
most important thing in the world to you. Take them out
to dinner every once-in-a-while, send them flowers on
Valentine's Day, and | promise that your spark plugs will
never let you down.

First, let's talk about the different kinds of plugs avail-
able for your XL, Evo or Twin Cam. Unless you're an
expert mechanic, I'd strongly advise you to stick with
H-D plugs. They are exactly the right length (reach),
thread type and heat range for your engine. Acciden-
tally using a plug that’s longer than it's supposed to be
can do severe damage to your piston and valves. I'm a
performance freak, and I've always had great results
with H-D stock and Screaming Eagle plugs.

If you're using non-HD plugs, you should be concerned
about three things:

Use the correct reach for your engine

Using non-resistor plugs in a modern H-D motor with
an electronic ignition will almost always cause igni-
tion problems.

Using plugs with a screw-on connector is a great
way to have your bike stall unexpectedly (until you
figure out that the connector unscrewed).

The stock H-D plugs are perfectly suited to stock H-D
engines, and to H-D engines with mild modifications,
such as a non-stock exhaust and air filter. They are
available in one standard heat range only. If you think
that your engine would benefit from a colder plug, either
because of detonation or overheating problems, then
you’ll need to go with the Screaming Eagle plugs.

For those of you who want to squeeze every last drop of
HP from your motor (almost all of you), I'd encourage
you to use the Screaming Eagle performance spark
plugs. Unlike the stock plugs, these beauties have a
split electrode that helps reduce detonation and increase
combustion efficiency. These plugs are available in
standard or triple platinum. The platinum version of
these plugs will provide better wear than the standard
ones. They're the ones that I've always used on my
heavily modified TC88B motor.

The platinum plugs for the XL or TC88 are available in
two heat ranges. PN 32996-01 is the standard heat
range plug for stock or mildly modified engines, and PN
32997-01 is a colder version of the same plug for highly
modified engines. The colder plug will help prevent
detonation (knocking) and will allow higher values of
ignition advance. There is also an Evo and Shovelhead
version of this plug (PN 32998-01) but it is only available
in the standard heat range.

T R
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If you're not a very competent mechanic, I'd encourage
you to have the dealership install your new triple plat-
inum plugs. But if you want to do it yourself, be sure to
do it correctly. I've seen expensive cylinder heads
which had to be heli-coiled or thrown out simply because
someone didn't install spark plugs correctly.

There are four rules that should never be broken when
installing plugs:

ALWAYS blow dirt out from the vicinity of your plugs
with shop air BEFORE you remove them.

ALWAYS apply a film of anti-seize compound (not
engine oil) to your spark plug threads before in-
stalling them.

ALWAYS start threading the plug in by hand, never
with a ratchet. Threading them in with a ratchet can
cause cross-threading, which can ruin your head.
ALWAYS use a torque wrench, and tighten the
plugs to the torque specified by H-D. That's 11-18
ft-lbs. for an XL or TC88, and 18-22 ft-Ibs. for an
Evo. |If you tighten the plugs without a torque
wrench, | can almost guarantee that you’ll over-
tighten them, which can lead to ruined heads.

Although the H-D brand plugs are all gapped at the
factory, | always check the gap with a wire feeler gauge,
and adjust them if necessary, before | install them. The
standard gap for most plugs and engines is .040”. Some
plug wires (Nology), some ignition systems, and some
plug designs require a slightly closer gap (.035"). Check
with the manufacturer for their recommendation. The
dealership can tell you what the recommended gap is for
any H-D plug. Some H-D plugs come with screw-on
connectors, and some don’t. If yours do, then be sure to
unscrew the connector, apply a small drop of red Loctite
to the end of the threaded portion, and screw the
connector back on. This keeps the connector where it
should be.

| always check my plugs when | change my oil, and they
generally need to be replaced every 7,500 to 10,000
miles for top performance. I'm incredibly anal about my
engine, so | change them every 5000 miles, whether
they need it or not. When you're inspecting your plugs
during an oil change, check the electrodes with a magni-
fying glass. [f the electrodes have rounded edges,
gently file them flat with a point file, then re-check the
gap. A plug with sharp-edged electrodes will take
25-40% less voltage to fire, than one with rounded
edges.

Ideally, you should also see a white, yellow or tan
powdery deposit on the plug base and ceramic insulator.
A wet black and shiny deposit indicates an oil-fouled
plug. That can be an indication of a worn engine, weak
battery or faulty ignition. A dry black sooty deposit
indicates an overly rich fuel mixture. A light brown
glassy deposit is an indication of a lean mixture and is
often accompanied by severely eroded electrodes and a
cracked insulator. This means that your engine is
running too hot, and can be caused by a faulty or

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

incorrectly adjusted ignition system, by a fuel mixture
that’s too lean, or by valves that are not seating cor-
rectly. If you spot any of these problems on your plugs,
I strongly urge you to bring it in to the dealership for
closer inspection.

For those of you with touring models who occasionally
ride when it's wet, it's a great idea to apply a THIN
coating of dielectric silicon grease to your plug and boot
connectors, and even to your battery connections. This
grease will retard corrosion on those connections, and
help with water resistance. This grease will also prevent
corrosion that is caused by using a pressure washer to
clean your bike. If you're not using grease, then keep
water away from your plugs and wires when you clean it.

Thanks to Matt, Cliff and Jeff at EI Cajon Harley David-
son for their assistance in the preparation of this article.

Imperial Desert Overnighter

by Susie Scott '

The weather for the EC HOG ride to Imperial Desert
was threatening...rain predicted. We had about 20
brave riders determined to beat the rain and make it to
the desert. We left the dealership at 9:00 am SHARP
and managed to stay ahead of the rain the entire day!

>v<El Cajon
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We enjoyed a beautiful ride with lunch at Borrego. We
raced a very long freight train along the Salton Sea for
about 2 miles. We won!

When we arrived at our destination...The new HOLIDAY
INN EXPRESS in El Centro, Michael and Arlena
(ECHOG members) welcomed us in style. The hotel
was beautiful and they threw a killer party for us in the
dining room which opened onto the pool/Jacuzzi area.
As the evening progressed, all were having too much
fun, so the rain on those outdoors in the hot tub was not
a problem. | think maybe we have a Peeping “Tomette”
in ECHOG. On the third floor!!!

On Sunday morning decisions had to be made as to the
best way to ride home. We expected to hit some wind
and possible rain coming back over the mountains. We
took S9 across the beautiful, clear desert and up Banner
Grade. We did run into some heavy wet fog in Julian. A
lunch stop (to warm up) in Santa Ysabel was welcome.
No one was in a hurry to hit the road again for the last
leg of the trip home.

The ride was a success. A BIG THANKS TO ARLENA
AND MIKE for hosting this weekend. We will pray that
next year the Blue Angels will be back for their show in
favorable weather.

H

Pionoor Town 0vornightor

. +oric western movie set in Yueea v
HiSION® ¥ May 31, 2003 @ tley

Live music at Pappy & Harriets Pioneertown Palace

L.eaves Cajon H' D 9:00 AM

For reservations call:

Pioneertown Motel 760-365-4879

Room Rates - 865 Limited number of rooms so make reservations early.
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Our Condolences to the family and
friends, and especially to Jo Ricker, EC
LOH officer. at the passing of fellow biker and
El Cajon HOG member, Chris Woods. To all
who knew him, his infectious smile, his comic

comments, and his bright outlook on life, he
will be deeply missed. Ride on, brother.
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Annual "April Fools
" Poker Run"

Sunday, April 6
$15.00 (includes lunch)

Sign-up 9:00-10:30 AM
at El Cajon H-D

Prizes awarded at 2:30 pm ]
You must be present to win!

/o

HARLEY-
DAVIDSON
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ROGER & GEORGI'S

BIG Bear Overnighter Info. |

FRIDAY Julv 4

Big Bear Lake Inn

39471 Big Bear Blvd.

(near convention center)

$99 (includes continental breakfast)
909-866-3477 Talk to Brenda

We are listed under the "ECETS"
group.

They will only hold 15 rooms at this
group rate until March 30th.

OR

There is a Motel 6 in the area also.
42899 Big Bear Blvd.

$51.99 a night

909-585-6666

They will not hold any rooms for us.
Good chance of getting a room if you
call before March 30th.

SATURDAY, July 5th

Farmers Daughter Motel
115 S. Fairfax Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA

$99 a night (includes continental breakfast)

323-937-3930

We are listed under the "ECETS" group.
There will be 15 rooms reserved until March 30th.

1

e

]
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) BIC Bear

- DECTINATIONGS:

AT 1 AEADAND |
nuwsm Gl GeuinG: S

Overmgh’rgr

What better date for a BLACT of a time
than the 4th OF JULY WEEKEND
Leave El Cajon H-D at 7:30 AM
Ever end up in LA. without ever getting on a freeway?

Lot Roger & Georgi chow you the way. We're doing if our way - the good way!
Time for you new bikere fo do your first overnighter.

e T T e 5 e s A i e s

July 4ih - Ride to Big Bear without freeway. (Overnighter)

- July 5th - On fo L.A. by way of Wrightwood and the Angeles Creet Forest. We'll make a
- ctop at Glendale Harley. The Hollywood Bow! has coneert/fireworke this night or do

your own thing. (Overnightor)

- July 6th = Petercon'e Mugeum, then ride home.

Hotel rooms held until March 30 - QEE FLYER ATEL CAJON H- D FOR MORE !NFO

SpEe e —— 0 e R R S 5 T

NOTE: This is a holiday weekend so room
reservations must be made very early and
rooms will go fast. Rooms only being held
for us until March 30th as noted so make
your reservations now!

DATE: APRIL 19
Leaving El Cajon Harle
This setjon of Highway .

maintained by
EL CAJON H.O.G.
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EL CAJON H.O.G. MONTHLY PLANNER

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5
April Fool's Cf;.:léit\::;tz :1:?0 El Cajon HOG El Cajon H-D Open House
Day 4265-4464 Meeting at 11-2pm
5 "
| Arjzona Bike Week
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Daylight Savings--set ahead 1 hour *RiderZone" Oceanside HOG San Diego HOG Meeting at 10am Call:
Meeting. Call: 858-616-6494
Annual®April Fools . ‘f;h":‘e 760-736-2920
» . [+ uge:
Poker Run"...Sign up Gpes
- = m
| Arizona Bike Week
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Temecula H?U%:;;ggg?at 9am Call: L.(.).H Ofﬁc.er "A ’ Pt__ a—Hi wa ‘_-]' l eave
Meeting at Meeting at 10am
the 6:30pm
clubhouge:
6:15pm
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Newsletter Deadline!
EC HOG Laughlin Alternative VII
| Laughlin River Run
27 28 29 30 Mar 2003 May 2003
S M T W T £ S S M T W T F S
1 1 2 3
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 4 5 8 7 8 9 10
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 1 12 13 14 156 186 17
16 17 18 19 20 219 22 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
EC HOG Laughlin 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 26 26 27 28 29 30 31
ao 3

Laughlin River Run
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EL CAJON H.O.G. MONTHLY PLANNER

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Apr 2003 Jun 2003 1 2 3
S.M T N T B8 S. M T W T ¢ 8 El Cajon HOG New Members "Get
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 6 6 7 5 = iy
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Meeting at Acquainted Ride" Leaves
13 14 16 16 17 18 19 16 16 17 18 19 20 24
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 7PM at 10am
27 28 29 30 20 30
Ydma Prison Run |
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
i Chula Vista HOG o ide HOG : :
Cinco de onboigie' El Cajon HOG Dinner
Y 4265-4464 760-736-2920 Ride Leaves at Spm
San Diego HOG Meeting at 10am Call:
858-616-6494
Yuma Prison Run |
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Mother's Day "RiderZone" Armed Forces Day
Temecula HOG Meeting at 9am Call: at the -
706-695-7287 AlibEiige:
6pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
L.OH Meeting at
the c!u:hmni:: Officer
6:15pm Meeting
6:30pm
Newgletter
Deadlinel
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Memorial Day
(Observed)
Memorial Run
for fallen
Brothers &
Sigterg 10am
L PioneerTown Overnighter I
— —!

RIDE LINES: El Cajon: 619-464-6758 Oceanside: 760-736-2920 San Diego: 858-616-6494 Chula Vista: 619-425-4464 Temecula: 909-695-7287
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Submit HOG LOG articles to Director by the 20th of the month

. Get your Newsletter

El Cajon H.O.G. Hats before your buddies
- Sign up to receive your newslet-
f{yg’ - |ter by e-Mail and you'll get your
Ng = newsletter the day all others are

mailed. You also get the}
newsletter in color via e-mail.

Karyl Kading - $120 If you would like to receive your
Randy Twells - Mug newsletter by e-mail send an e-

George Clinkscales -25 Gift | |mail to:

Certificate Editor at _
Tony Barron - Eagle Piggy or to the

Bank Director at NG

R e If your e-mail address has

Get yours now at changed recently please let
. I Py L | us know so you will continue

El CajOl:l 941 to recieve HOG info via e-
Harley-Davideon WY oy






